
INFORMATION FROM THE LA BRIEFING WITH OFSTED 
Ofsted Regional Reorganisation 
From 1 February 2014, Ofsted will be organised into 8 regions. The regional team’s prime 
responsibility and accountability is for implementing inspections. 
 
From 1 February, there will be a National Application Team; National Contact Centre and 
National Regulation Team. 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AS NEW/CHANGED CHILDCARE PROVIDER 
From 1 February, all Ofsted applications must be online only. There will be no paper copies 
accepted other than in exceptional genuine need.  The online process also includes 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) applications. The Health Booklet is the only paper 
based part of the application that will be accepted. However, Ofsted are also looking at how 
this could be provided online in the future.  
 
From 1 February, all new applications for registration will need to: 

- Submit a completed DBS online 
- Complete relevant training including Childminders’ initial training  
- Submit the Health Check booklet from GP 
- Contact their referees 

Please note Ofsted requires that all new applications submit complete information. Where 
providers are awaiting qualification certificates, application should only be made if the 
certificate/acknowledgement of the qualification can be produced within the 8 week 
application window. Ofsted have indicated that the staff qualifications will need to be shown 
at the time of the Ofsted inspection visit. Ofsted believes that this will streamline the 
application process and allow individuals to be in control of their own information and the 
timing of submitting their application. 

Providers are reminded that the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) is now an online 
process and fees must be paid in advance. The DBS through Ofsted is only applicable for 
nominated persons/trustees, childminders and new applications. DBS for other employees or 
volunteers are determined by the Provider’s own safeguarding and recruitment policies and 
can be accessed through other agencies. 

If at 8 weeks the application is incomplete and not progressed, it will be “closed” and the 
applicant will need to reapply. 

Please note there is a difference between a “closed” application and a “refused” application. 
A “refused” application is the term used for an application that is made by someone 
disqualified to work with children. Refused applicants are not able to reapply. 

Please note that Ofsted are also currently piloting a direct access provider portal where 
providers can access and change their information. This service will be called Online Self 
Service. More information will be provided by Ofsted when the pilot is complete. 

To help providers with online access as well as supporting new applicants meet online 
requirements, Services for Young Children is currently reviewing where public access 
computers are available throughout the county and will make this information known on the 
website, in the blog bulletin and at the Spring 2014 provider briefings. 

 
OFSTED INSPECTIONS 
Providers will be aware that from 4 November 2013, the new inspection framework came 
into force. Ofsted have indicated that the inspection framework for childminders is under 
review and will be published separately. 
 



‘Inadequate’ judgement: all will be monitored by Ofsted visits.  At the monitoring visit, the 
Inspector will review what external support the setting has sourced.  This might include the 
Local Authority or any other appropriate support that the setting has accessed to meet the 
Ofsted actions. 

‘Requires improvement’ (RI) judgement:  Settings with a RI judgement will be monitored 
by an Ofsted visit in 6 months and a  judgement made on progress. The outcome of this visit 
will be a published letter. The setting will be re-inspected within 12 months.  Where a setting 
receives two consecutive RIs and the third inspection does not reach the level of ‘good’, the 
setting is likely to be judged ‘inadequate’. The Ofsted Inspector will review what support and 
actions the setting has undertaken through gathering local intelligence on the setting from 
the local authority.  

Ofsted have indicated that inspections are looking at “teaching” and this is clearly referenced 
in the EYFS and Inspection framework. The statutory framework seeks a mix of child and 
adult-led interactions. The focus of inspection is the quality of teaching and the qualifications 
of staff teams with the Inspector seeking to examine the cause and effect of what the adult is 
doing and how this is making a difference to the child’s experience and learning 
outcomes. The Inspector is also seeking to establish that the qualifications and the CPD of 
staff is having a positive effect on children’s outcomes. 

Raising the level of children reaching a ‘good level of development’ 
Ofsted reported that the autumn 2013 statistics for England highlight that only 52% of 
children reach a good level of development at the end of the foundation stage year. This 
figure is 44% for children who live in deprived areas and 33% for children attending a setting 
that currently holds a repeat satisfactory Ofsted judgement. 

Ofsted has published a longitudinal study about children’s achievement. -   Unseen Children 
Access and Achievement 20 years on:  chapter 3 is relevant to Early Years: 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/unseen-children-access-and-achievement-20-years  
 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/unseen-children-access-and-achievement-20-years

